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www.newbrightoncatholic.school.nz
Newsletter 1

Term One:  3 February 2011

Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends

Important Dates

Thurs 10 Feb

11.30 am School Mass

Mon-Wed 14-16 Feb
Yr 6 – Cycle Safety

Mon-Wed 21-23 Feb
Yr 5 Arthur’s Pass School Camp

Wed-Fri 23-25 Feb
Yr 6 Arthur’s Pass School Camp



Yr 7&8 Wainui Park Camp

Fri 4 Feb

Swimming Sports

Wed 9 Mar

11.30 am Ash Wednesday Mass

Thurs 17 Mary

11 am Rm 1 Class Mass

Thurs 24 May

11 am Rm 2 Class Mass

Thurs 31 Mar

11 am Rm 3 Class Mass

Wed 6 Apr

12 pm Reconcilation Rm 1&2

Thurs 7 Apr

11 am Rm 4 Class Mass

Fri 15 Apr

12 pm Easter Liturgy



2.45 pm Term 1 ends

Term 2

Mon-Fri 2-6 May

Swimming at QE11

Mon-Fri 16-20 May 
Swimming at QE11

Fri 27 May

Rm 1&2 – Hagley sport starts

Mon 6 Jun

Queen’s Birthday – school closed

Tues 21 Jun

9-10.30 Michael Mangan
_________________________________________________________________

Welcome back to NBC for 2011.  A warm welcome to our new teacher, 

Miss Eran Donders (Rm 3) and to our new students and their families.  
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Kavalla Borell-Grant

Estelle Julian

Finian Waddell
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Sarah Reilly

Chloe Ah-Kuoi

Jenna Morgan
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Mau Muliaga, Mellisa Fonoti, Maire Paio, Tavita Fonoti, Ethan Luxton-Jones
_________________________________________________________________
School Uniform – Thank You

A huge thank you for the wonderful way our pupils are wearing their uniforms correctly – a great start.  The Information Booklet has full details.

_________________________________________________________________
Assembly Class 

Rm 1 for Week 2 Term 1.

NBC Footsteps Virtue Wk 2:  Respectful - Self

Our bodies are part of the creation which God made and “Saw that it was good”. In grateful response to this gift/taonga, we respect and care for our own and others’ bodies.

Religious Education Curriculum NZ

At New Brighton Catholic School we are Respectful of Ourselves.

Being respectful of ourselves is an attitude of honouring ourselves as a person of value and worth.  It is treating our bodies with respect and dignity, the way God has asked us to.  With self respect, we like ourselves because of who we are and not because of what we can or cannot do.  We have pride in ourselves and we value ourselves.  When we respect ourselves, we hold ourselves with simple confidence and self-esteem. We move and speak in a graceful manner. We avoid actions that might cause us to feel ashamed.  Practising self respect is treating ourselves as we feel others deserve to be treated.  Every person in the world was created by God and we all deserve respect.
 
_________________________________________________________________
Parent/Classroom Meetings: Wednesday 9 February

These are important meetings where your child’s teacher explains routines and expectations for the year and you can ask questions.  This information alleviates much miscommunication throughout the year.  Please make it a priority. Also, these meetings give you the opportunity to meet the parents of other children in your child’s class:
3 pm
Rooms 2 and 7



3.30 pm
Rooms 4 and 5


4.00 pm
Rooms 3 and 6


4.30 pm
Room 1

_________________________________________________________________
Student Details - Update

The update sheet for returning families will go home early next week.  Please read and make any corrections:  check phone numbers, email address, medical details, emergency contacts.  

Please sign the bottom of the sheet and return to school the following day.  It is essential we have up-to-date contact information and, of course, your permission for your child to use the ICT equipment and to leave the school grounds.

_________________________________________________________________

Change of Instructional Times

How does eating affect our brain and thinking? Plenty. Your alertness, memory, problem solving and emotional well being is affected by many nutrients.
 Education Today

We are trialling a change of instructional times in an endeavour to maximize learning and concentration.  The children will have an in-class break for food around 9.30 am (brain food) – it may have been up to two hours since breakfast, then:

11-11.25 am morning tea

12.50-1.30 pm lunch

This allows children to refuel to keep blood sugar levels even which helps concentration, learning and their behaviour.  As we need our pupils to refuel properly so they can learn, we ask that you please eliminate high sugar, high salt and artificially coloured foods from their school lunchboxes. Have these as treats at home so that the extreme highs and lows given by these foods are not experienced at school.

At each break the children need protein and carbohydrates - cheese, eggs, nuts, seeds, meats,  breads, fruit and /or vegetables.

Water, of course, is a given and water bottles are encouraged.

Let us all help our children learn to their potential.  

_________________________________________________________________

Traffic Road Patrol Parents - Urgent
We still need to find parents who can help with road patrol for 20 minutes before and after school.  If you can help, please let me know as soon as possible.  Please help us keep your children safe crossing the road.
Lorraine Lowe (Rm 1)

_________________________________________________________________
Students’ Activity Accounts

Activity Accounts will be going home next Thursday.  

Traffic Reminders

P1 Zone:  Please have your name ready, this helps so much with the flow.  If you want another name, just ask at the office.
Reminder:   Please be respectful of our neighbours and not park over their driveways. 

Safety:  In the interests of safety, please refrain from doing 

u-turns within the school zone.

All children are to cross the road at the bulge.   Please be a role model and use it too.

____________________________________________________

Term 1 Unit 

· Relationships with Others

· Relationship with Me 

· Healthy Communities

Within the above integrated unit will be the components of  the Health sexuality unit.  Topics covered are:

Yr 1&2 Watch me grow: We are special: What our bodies need

Yr 3 I’m still growing: We are special: What our bodies need

Yr 4 I’m still growing: What our bodies need:  Personal strengths

Yr 5  I am changing: What our bodies need: Personal strengths

Yr 6  I am changing encompassing  the spiritual, social, emotional, physical, intellectual growth.

Yr 7&8 Positive puberty encompassing the spiritual, social, emotional, physical, intellectual growth, managing change and self worth.  Please see your child’s teacher if you have any questions regarding the Term 1 Unit.

_________________________________________________________________
Thank Yous

· Many thanks to Boyd Jones who provided the yummy ice blocks at the end of last year.

· AMI have kindly supplied us with free 1B5 exercise books which we will distribute to pupils as they need them.  Many thanks to Phil Buckingham, the New Brighton Manager,  who often drops off goodies for our school.

_________________________________________________________________

Junior Stationery

We purchased at clearance cost the BWPB exercise books our young juniors use.  Please accept with our compliments.

_________________________________________________________________

Public Health Nurse

The Public Health Nursing Service is a free confidential health service for school aged children and their families provided by the CDHB.  If you have any concerns or questions about your child’s health or well being contact our school’s Public Health Nurse, Cindy Gibb, on 383 6877 ext 99621. _________________________________________________________________
Footwear

When inside pupils have the option of wearing slippers but outside pupils are required to wear their black school shoes.  For breaks and PE they may wear sports shoes.  Please note our uniform regarding black school shoes, kung fu or slip-ons are not our uniform.

_________________________________________________________________
Financial Assistance

There are several organisations offering assistance to families struggling financially, eg

The Mayors Welfare Fund  can help with school camps and swimming costs.

The Canterbury West Coast Sports Trust helps children (8-12 years) to participate in their chosen sport, eg footwear, clothing or equipment, sport club fees, travel to local competitions. 

Please see me in confidence if you are interested in any of the organisations offering financial assistance.  This is particular relevant at the moment with the forthcoming school camps.  

_________________________________________________________________

Music Tuition

Mr Clarrie Light gives music tuition on Wednesday mornings here at school.  Please phone Clarrie direct for information and cost:  (03) 3277534/0210498667.

EnviroSchools
This year NBC is working towards becoming an EnviroSchool. Being an EnviroSchool means we will follow good practices by recycling and cutting down on our waste. We are also working on having a more established garden and sharing the produce with our community. I am currently working with Rm 2 children to renovate the worm farm then we will be able to sell worm juice (great for the garden) and even maybe worms so that you can have your own farm at your place.  To help you reinforce the learning at school I will be giving you hints to do at home:
· Cut an apple into pieces and put into a reusable plastic bag or container (great brain food).
· Have yoghurt as an after-school snack to stop messy lunchboxes.
· Make lunches together and talk about likes and dislikes.
Help wanted:  Looking for an able-bodied person (young or old) to work with a group of children from Rm 2.  You will be needed to help with gardening (seed raising, planting, etc)and sharing your knowledge. Please if you know someone or are willing to help us, make contact with me.

Bath wanted!  We need an old bath for our worm farm.  Let me know if you can help.

Being a little more green every day.  Sam Harliwich

_________________________________________________________________
ASB Student Banking

Each week in Term 1 that a deposit is made through the ASB School Banking Programme, the student automatically goes in the draw to win 25 prizes of $50.  

Remember – no deposit is too small – it’s the habit of saving that’s important.

_________________________________________________________________
PTFA Annual General Meeting

The PTFA AGM is to be held in the library next Wednesday, 9 February, at 7:30pm. We look forward to talking about what the PTFA will be doing this year, both in building community spirit and raising funds for the school. All are welcome, please feel free to come along and join us.
_________________________________________________________________

School Community

Lost late last year:  Luke Bottomley’s jumper.  It is named – please check your child’s jumper.

Congratulations:  Jack Wilson was 4th in the Under 14s NZ Surfing Nationals in Dunedin.

_________________________________________________________________
Going home with this newsletter is a Parent-Teacher Information form for each student.  Please complete and return to your child’s classroom teacher by Monday 7 February.

Also with the newsletter is the 2011 Information Booklet.  It contains information relevant to the whole year.  Keep in a safe place for quick reference.




God Bless

Deb Daines

Principal
Going home today:

· Parent to Teacher Comment Form

· Yr 7&8 Phillipstown Technology letter

Going home with this newsletter:

· 2011 Information Booklet

· Term 1 RE newsletter































































